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mtimnm for mm ?, forsigm affairs ccmbhttsk 

USSR 

I. Smral ae» tendencies oa Soviet politic"! scene is recent 
months {last briefed on 2 A October*— Ta iw^a straits) 

A Jbrtersa.il y 

1 Lines of conflict with West have been tightened. 

2. ''Reduction of tensions” no longer major Soviet foreign 

XXI 

policy these but should take new look at this after /party 
Congress. 

0. Internally 

1. Attempt to stabilize and consolidate - cheek the pace 
of change. 

2. Return to a certain rigor la policy and ideology but no 
reversion to police state. 

3. Khrushchev firmly la control, bat maneuvering for succes- 
sion may be underway. Sea to watch are Suslov, Kirichenko, 
Koaslov. 

II. Trends in Foreign Policy 

A. distinct hardening tone. 

1. Mew militancy and assertiveness In Soviet policy. 

2. Examples: Berlin, Middle last crises (particularly Iraq) 
and apparent support of China at Qnomo y, 

8. Return to harder course deemed desirable by Soviets because of: 
1. banger to Soviet authority la Santera Europe. 

**l-» 
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III. la Middls last mm 6 Asia, initial of eoiositl gsvern- 

*»t* lb** te tttabUrioHmt of par 1 ianostary teaoerselas, aootljr 
neutralist and sane tend ins to the political left* 

A. Tliis pave opening for developseat of atroag Census is t 
parties* side it possible for CPs to abandon violent or 


guerrilla tactics and seek poser by pari tenant ary aaass 
(Kerala* Indonesia) . J' , - x 

1. These parties capitalise mi appeal of Soviet method* 
of forced industrial develop s en t to populace with 
desperately lew standard of living* 


B* Cover nsents straggling with sack problems eagerly 
accept kelp wherever they can got it* 

1. Soveaeot of Soviet bloc into econoaic aid field 


in ItSS skillfully designed to exploit these 
pressgres et aisiaoi coat. 


C. Ferns of denoeraey in tkese countries with uneducated / / ^r-r 

... A'i ] ^ 

electorate sad little administrative experience %4**d to 

A 

braak leva under tkese strains* 

1. Bo now we see reverse l of tread to loft is 
several countries* as Military try to block 
CosMoaists and bring greater efficiency to their 
governseats by taking direct control {Pakistan* 
kma, Laos* Thai la ad) . 
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2. ^broadened opportunities because of breakdown in demo- 
cratic procedures la certain non-bloc count r lee . 

3 . Soviet feeling of enhanced military -economic position 
relative to Vest . 

a. In their view, good prospects for increased bloc 
economic strength — symptoms of economic crisis in 

vest. 

b. In their view, growing Communist influence in Asia, 
Africa, Middle Bast - decline of Vestem influence. 

C. Despite more confidence and militant attitude, still wish to 
avoid nuclear mar with USA at present. 

1. Despite their progress Is ballistic missiles, US retalia- 
tory capability threatens Soviet survival in war. 

2. they believe la achievement of final victory through po- 
litical straggle . 

3. Continuing possibility of limited war, especially indirect 
aggression, if they think it can be need without unaccept- 
able riek — this might lead to miscalculation. 

111. Treads in Soviet Economy, 

.A. Growth rate twice that of US over last decade and in last 
five yeare more than three times. Soviet rate expected to 
continue. 

1. US retains lead in gmp 

1057 - Soviet GUP Z 49% of US 

1963 - Soviet GW? = estimated about §5% of US 
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